
September 15, 2010

Ms. Kimberly A. Kamel 
Witherspoon Kelly Law Firm
Spokane, Washington    99201                                                   Via Email KAK@witherspoonkelley.com

Re:  Cease and Desist Letter to SpokAnimal and Spokane Humane Society

Dear Ms. Kamel:

I am aware of who you represent and how you represent them.  This letter is to advise your clients, 
SpokAnimal CARE and Spokane Humane Society, Humane Society affiliates, to Cease and Desist with 
any further defamatory statements about me, in part referenced below. I do not believe that either Gail 
Mackie nor SpokAnimal is expressing an opinion which might offer them First Amendment liability 
protection.  Moreover, I do not believe Ms. Mackie bases her factual statements below on any firsthand 
personal knowledge.  She is just parroting self-serving third  parties.
__________________________________________________________________________________
http://www.komonews.com/news/local/86300977.html

Official: Hoarded dogs were killing, eating each 
other
By KXLY-TV Published: Mar 3, 2010 at 10:17 PM PDT 
SPOKANE, Wash. -- A woman convicted of animal cruelty for hoarding dogs has been ordered to get 
rid of the animals still remaining at her house by Friday. 

Pam Deskins was sentenced to 500 days in jail after investigators found dozens of dogs roaming around 
her home in vicious packs. 

"They were killing each other, packing up and killing each other and eating them," Gail Mackie 
with Spokanimal said. (REALLY? DID GAIL MACKIE PERSONALLY SEE THIS?)  "They were 
living in dugouts - dugouts in the yard. (REALLY?  DID GAIL MACKIE PERSONALLY SEE 
THIS?) They were wild. (REALLY? PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE?  NOT WHAT THE VET'S 
REPORT SAYS ON RECORD AFTER AN EXAM?  IN FACT, GAIL MACKIE ADOPTED ONE OF 
MY DOGS PERSONALLY & RELEASED OTHERS BACK TO ME). They were injuring each 
other." (REALLY?  PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE?  HOW?  WHEN?  WHERE? NOT WHAT THE 
VET REPORT SAYS, AND NOT WHAT MS. MACKIE'S HANDWRITTEN STATEMENT ON 
10/8/08 INDICATES, NOR WHAT SPOKANIMAL REPORTS TO THE SPOKESMAN REVIEW IN 
OCTOBER 2008 THAT ALL DOGS WERE HEALTHY.  )

Deskin is now behind bars, but some of her dogs still remain at her home. 

In 2008, Spokanimal seized 39 of the woman's dogs. 
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"Some of the dogs ate their babies. Some were badly deformed and had to be euthanized," 
Mackie said. (REALLY?  WAS GAIL MACKIE PRESENT WHEN THIS OCCURRED?  NOT 
WHAT I AND OTHERS SAW NOR HEARD.  BABIES DIED FROM PARVO VIRUS IN KENNEL 
DUE TO KENNEL CONDITIONS.  THIS IS A COVER-YOUR-ASS STATEMENT BY MACKIE TO 
DEFAME ME).

Last week, Deskins was sentenced and ordered to pay fines and restitution in excess of $30,000. She is 
also banned from owning any pets for two years after her release. 

However, when Spokanimal officials went to Deskins' home earlier this week, they found more than 50 
dogs still living there. 

"They just started breeding again, totally repopulated again," Mackie said. (OH, MS. MACKIE, 
YOU HAVE SO MANY THINGS TO SAY!   SEEMS TO ME THAT WASHINGTON STATE HAS A 
NEW LAW UNDER CH. RCW 16.52 THAT LEGALIZES 50 MATURE DOGS ON ONE PARCEL 
OF LAND TO AN OWNER, AND ANY UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF IMMATURE DOGS.  HMM! 
IS MACKIE INTIMATING THAT THE LAW SHE SUPPORTED IN PASSING IS NOT VIABLE?, 
OR THAT STEVENS COUNTY HAS A ZONING ORDINANCE PROHIBITING DOGS IN RURAL 
AREAS?  HMMM...)  

Stevens County has given Deskins' housemate, Mike Benson, until Friday to find new homes for the 
dogs or face arrest himself. 

Several dozen of the dogs have been relocated since, and area animal rescue groups are helping to find 
new homes for the rest. On Wednesday, at least 25 dogs still remained at the home.  (NOT ONE 
CLIENT OF YOURS INVOLVED IN THIS (AND IN PARTICULAR SPOKANE HUMANE 
SOCIETY WHOSE DIRECTOR HAS COMMITTED PERJURY AND FRAUD ON THE COURT IN 
A SWORN DECLARATION), FOLLOWED LAWFUL NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES TO ME. 
THESE PEOPLE STOLE THE DOGS AND CONVERTED THEM, PERIOD.  THERE WAS NO 
VALID RELEASE ON THESE ANIMALS WHICH WERE KNOWN TO BE OWNED BY ME.  I 
WAS NOT DEAD NOR UNREACHABLE BY MAIL OR PHONE!  YOUR CLIENT SENT ME TO 
THE BIG HOUSE!)

"This is one of many hoarding cases in that county, and we're going to hit case after case, after 
case," said Mackie.  (REALLY?  HOPEFULLY THOSE “HITS” ARE LAWFULLY CONDUCTED 
THE NEXT TIME AROUND, AND GAIL MACKIE REFRAINS FROM OUTSPOKEN ANTICS 
FOR PUBLICITY AND DONATIONS WHICH DEFAME OTHERS.  HOPEFULLY NEXT TIME 
SHE WILL FOLLOW LAWFUL NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES. SPOKANIMAL HAS BEEN 
WARNED BY THE COURTS PREVIOUSLY ABOUT THEIR SHABBY ATTEMPTS TO NOTIFY 
LEGAL OWNERS.)

Spokanimal and the Humane Society have nine puppies from the house. They will be placed in foster 
homes for two weeks before they become available for adoption.  (REALLY? WHAT ABOUT THE 
ANIMALS THAT WERE KEPT IN THEIR KENNELS, AND ADOPTED OUT OR OTHERWISE 
DISPOSED OF, BUT WERE NOT LOGGED IN FOR LIABILITY REASONS?   YES, I HAVE 
AFFIDAVITS FROM RESCUERS INVOLVED WITH YOUR CLIENTS AND THIS PURPORTED 
“RESCUE”.  THOSE PEOPLE HAVE AGREED TO TESTIFY AGAINST SPOKANE HUMANE 
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SOCIETY AND SPOKANIMAL CARE REFERENCING THEIR PERJURY IN SPOKANE 
COUNTY.)

Last dogs rescued at rural ‘killing yard’
Stevens County woman gets more than year in jail

By Meghann M. Cuniff The Spokesman-Review 
 Neighbors saw the carnage firsthand. 
Older dogs ganged up on younger dogs. Dogs mauled each other regularly, sometimes leading to death.

This scene, detailed over three days of testimony in a Stevens County courtroom, led to a Deer Park 
woman’s recent conviction on four charges that sent her to jail for more than a year.

On Thursday, as Pam Deskins served her sixth day in the Stevens County Jail, animal control officers 
traveled to her Wallbridge Road property to capture the last of dozens of dogs that roamed a 3-acre pen 
described in court as “a killing yard,” said Prosecutor Tim Rasmussen.

“Pam Deskins didn’t beat or whip or starve these animals, but she kept them in such a way that they 
could really hurt each other,” Rasmussen said. “And they did.”

Deskins, a paralegal, was sentenced Feb. 25 to 550 days in jail after a jury convicted her of four 
misdemeanors, including confining animals in an unsafe manner and second-degree animal cruelty. 

She was arrested after authorities raided her property in October 2008, seizing more than 30 dogs in a 
case that centered on complaints from neighbors about animals menacing their dogs. 

Four of the dogs were euthanized because of temperament.

Deskins had until today to remove the remaining dogs from the property. 

A crew from Spokane’s Humane Evacuation Animal Rescue Team removed the last of about 20 
dogs Thursday.  They’re headed to a rescue in Seattle, said Gail Mackie, SpokAnimal’s executive 
director. 
SpokAnimal took in 10 dogs on Monday, nine of which are in foster care. The last dog has been 
adopted, Mackie said. (REALLY?  SEEMS TO FLY IN THE FACE OF SWORN DOCUMENTS.).

Deskins’ conviction for second-degree animal cruelty centered on the conditions in which the dogs 
lived, including the mauling death of a dog on her property, Rasmussen said. 

Jurors saw photos of the dead dog, Winnie, and heard testimony from neighbors about “what they 
would describe as the sounds of mauling on a nearly weekly basis,” Rasmussen said. 

“The testimony was disturbing at times,” Rasmussen said. 

Spokane lawyer Ronnie Rae, who defended Deskins, said he will appeal the sentence. He questioned 
how Deskins’ animals could have been better off when they had nowhere else to go.

“Basically, she took the handicapped dogs … the dogs that nobody really wanted,” Rae said. Her 
actions were “maybe not popular, but definitely not cruel,” Rae said.

Along with 550 days in jail, Deskins was ordered to serve about a year of probation and pay about 
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$31,000 in restitution. She also is prohibited from owning animals for two years.

Deskins’ arrest came at a time when, Mackie said, similar situations were occurring across the rural 
county, which lacks its own animal control agency. (REALLY, GAIL, YOU TALK FAR TOO MUCH! 
I NEVER FACED “ARREST” IN THIS CASE.  AS YOU MAY RECALL, THIS WAS BEING 
TALKED ABOUT (AND SETTLED) AS “HOARDING” (NOT!) - UNTIL STEVENS COUNTY 
WAS PRESENTED WITH YOUR OUTRAGEOUS BILL.)

Rasmussen hopes Deskins’ case will be an example.

Deer Park woman gets 500 days in jail for dog 
hoarding Discussions
from Animal Hoarding News & Info
on Wednesday March 3rd, 2010 at 01:11 PM
McKay Allen

 A Deer Park woman convicted and sentenced to 500 days in jail for animal cruelty for hoarding dogs 
still has dozens of dogs at her house and has until Friday to get rid of them all. In a case that dates back 
to 2008 Stevens County authorities charged Pam Deskins with four misdemeanors and said her dogs 
were killing each other and roaming in vicious packs. Now she's in jail, but the dogs are still there. 
They were killing each other, packing up and killing each other and eating them, Gail Mackie 
with Spokanimal said. They were living in dugouts, dug outs in the yard, they were wild, they 
were injuring each other. In 2008 Deskins was charged with animal cruelty and unsafe confinement 
and Spokanimal took 39 of her dogs. Some of the dogs ate their babies, some were badly 
deformed... (MORE DEFAMATION?!!)

Last dogs rescued at rural ‘killing yard’
Stevens County woman gets more than year in jail

Neighbors saw the carnage firsthand. 

Older dogs ganged up on younger dogs. Dogs mauled each other regularly, sometimes leading to death.

This scene, detailed over three days of testimony in a Stevens County courtroom, led to a Deer Park 
woman’s recent conviction on four charges that sent her to jail for more than a year.

On Thursday, as Pam Deskins served her sixth day in the Stevens County Jail, animal control officers 
traveled to her Wallbridge Road property to capture the last of dozens of dogs that roamed a 3-acre pen 
described in court as “a killing yard,” said Prosecutor Tim Rasmussen.

“Pam Deskins didn’t beat or whip or starve these animals, but she kept them in such a way that they 
could really hurt each other,” Rasmussen said. “And they did.”

Deskins, a paralegal, was sentenced Feb. 25 to 550 days in jail after a jury convicted her of four 
misdemeanors, including confining animals in an unsafe manner and second-degree animal cruelty. 
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She was arrested after authorities raided her property in October 2008, seizing more than 30 dogs in a 
case that centered on complaints from neighbors about animals menacing their dogs. 

Four of the dogs were euthanized because of temperament.

Deskins had until today to remove the remaining dogs from the property. 

A crew from Spokane’s Humane Evacuation Animal Rescue Team removed the last of about 20 
dogs Thursday. They’re headed to a rescue in Seattle, said Gail Mackie, SpokAnimal’s executive 
director. 
SpokAnimal took in 10 dogs on Monday, nine of which are in foster care. The last dog has been 
adopted, Mackie said.
Deskins’ conviction for second-degree animal cruelty centered on the conditions in which the dogs 
lived, including the mauling death of a dog on her property, Rasmussen said. 

Jurors saw photos of the dead dog, Winnie, and heard testimony from neighbors about “what they 
would describe as the sounds of mauling on a nearly weekly basis,” Rasmussen said. 

“The testimony was disturbing at times,” Rasmussen said. 

Spokane lawyer Ronnie Rae, who defended Deskins, said he will appeal the sentence. He questioned 
how Deskins’ animals could have been better off when they had nowhere else to go.

“Basically, she took the handicapped dogs … the dogs that nobody really wanted,” Rae said. Her 
actions were “maybe not popular, but definitely not cruel,” Rae said.

Along with 550 days in jail, Deskins was ordered to serve about a year of probation and pay about 
$31,000 in restitution. She also is prohibited from owning animals for two years.

Deskins’ arrest came at a time when, Mackie said, similar situations were occurring across the 
rural county, which lacks its own animal control agency. (MORE DEFAMATION)
Rasmussen hopes Deskins’ case will be an example.

“It’s a horrible problem out there and we’ve tried to make progress on it,” Rasmussen said. 

“I just hope that other people will be careful how they treat their animals.”

Please consider this a Formal Notice to your clients to immediately Cease and Desist from defamatory 
repetitive statements, which are now circulated and repeated in various publications worldwide and 
linked to my name.  These references do not include the many, many times “deplorable conditions” was 
used to describe my property, and statements made in blogs which were physically threatening, and 
false and injurious to  me.  Those “death” threats to me were made as a result of the adverse publicity 
generated by your clients. Threats were made to my well being at the time of trial.  This is a result of 
negative publicity generated by your clients, and likely HSUS.  Rescuers stated openly while 
trespassing and seizing my dogs in March 2010 that they could not understand why they were there to 
pick up my dogs; they were beautiful.  The seizure of my dogs and livestock was an outrage.  It was, it 
is, and will continue to be viewed that way in the future.  This was a political holocaust, nothing more. 
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If your clients agree to Cease and Desist and publicly retract their remarks with an apology, I may 
decide not to engage them in defamation litigation.  None of the statements were based upon personal 
knowledge nor expressed as an opinion.  The statements were made as statements of fact, are false, 
damaging, and have caused me significant injury and emotional distress. Those statements are not 
protected conduct as you know.  Other third parties have already been put on notice.

I must insist that this intentional, knowing and willful course of conduct Cease and Desist immediately 
and that your clients retract their public statements, and provide a public apology to me personally. 
Those defamatory statements would cause any reasonable specific PERSON concern and 
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS, as the remarks are meant to be demeaning, damaging, injurious, harassing, 
nd intimidating.  

In fact, I have suffered congestive heart failure and open heart surgery as a result of their actions, along 
with their other known unlawful conduct.   

However, I cannot guarantee that legal action will not follow an apology or retraction. It depends upon 
my mood.  SpokAnimal proceeds at its own risk for liability in leaving these published statements in 
the media at risk of constant circulation and reprinting. 

As far as any allegation of “intimidation” and “harassment”, hmmm .... I recall that you represent a 
Washington State corporation.  Or is Gail Mackie leaving herself exposed, individually, as well?  I was 
not aware that any corporation suffered “emotional distress”, or was a “person” under the express 
language and intent of the statute.  I attach the harassment statute for you.  Sounds more like you are 
threatening a SLAPP.  That may be expensive, but not for me.

Just to forewarn you and your client.  The downside: you will have to take the case pro bono and 
SpokAnimal CARE will be liable for all of your fees and costs.  But it will be a really good write-off 
for your clients.  (Aren't you on the Board for SpokAnimal CARE?)  I am disabled, have lost 
everything including a long time job, career, home, and vehicles, and am unable to work.  You can 
anticipate zero monetary recovery from me.  I am now judgment proof thanks to your clients.  And not 
adverse to other forms of protection in the courts.  However, there is a positive flip side to this from my 
perspective.  

By the way, your certified mail that I “did not pick up” was sent to the Stevens County Jail.  I do not 
reside in the Jail and have not for nearly a year.  Apparently you are uninformed of happenings in this 
case or are just playing dumb.  The dogs were seized unlawfully under RCW 16.52.200 (3), and the 
State's case has been refused by the Court of Appeals who has accepted my arguments on appeal.  A 
civil rights case is coming.

Moreover, a Settlement Contract was memorialized by you in writing on 12/30/08, representing 
SpokAnimal CARE an agent for Stevens County,  and returning my dogs to my exclusive possession, 
care and control.  As you know, each dog owned by my animal sanctuary and me was BEAUTIFUL 
and in EXCELLENT CONDITION as stated by Spokanimal CARE's Gail Mackie and Hope Merkison, 
and as sworn to by the Declaration of Dr. Robert Clark DVM, of record in Stevens County District 
Court Case No. P6282, after their impound. 

Page 6 of 9



Also to let you know, there has been an investigative reporter on these matters and other matters 
involving my case.  I will consider turning over your correspondence, and my response, to her.

Finally, I still expect full and complete disclosure to my public information requests from your clients. 
Both SpokAnimal and Spokane Humane Society accept public tax monies, and are liable under public 
disclosure laws.  The name of an adopter is not privileged nor confidential proprietary information and 
the intent of public disclosure laws is on complete transparency in government.  These agencies have 
not produced complete information to me in response to 2010 requests, nor in response to 2011 
requests.  This is further unlawful conduct under Washington disclosure laws and authorities.  If you 
have any questions or comments, please advise. 

Very truly yours,
/s/
Pamela D. Deskins

/pd
Attachments
cc:  BPT
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                                                         ATTACHMENT A

RCW 10.14.020
Definitions.

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this 
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Unlawful harassment" means a knowing and willful course of 
conduct directed at a specific person which seriously alarms, annoys, 
harasses, or is detrimental to such person, and which serves no 
legitimate or lawful purpose. The course of conduct shall be such as 
would cause a reasonable person to suffer substantial emotional 
distress, and shall actually cause substantial emotional distress to the 
petitioner, or, when the course of conduct would cause a reasonable 
parent to fear for the well-being of their child.

(2) "Course of conduct" means a pattern of conduct composed of a series 
of acts over a period of time, however short, evidencing a continuity of 
purpose. "Course of conduct" includes, in addition to any other form of 
communication, contact, or conduct, the sending of an electronic 
communication. Constitutionally protected activity is not included 
within the meaning of "course of conduct."
[2001 c 260 § 2; 1999 c 27 § 4; 1995 c 127 § 1; 1987 c 280 § 2.]

10.14.190
Constitutional rights.
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to infringe upon any 
constitutionally protected rights including, but not limited to, freedom of 
speech and freedom of assembly.
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ATTACHMENT B

“CRAP  HAPPENS” - Anonymous
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